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The Pit Stop !!  
The Pharoahs Car Club – St. Johns Florida 

 Newsletter 
Edition 9 – November 2025 

 
 

 
 

Volunteers are still needed 
for our next Cruise-in on 

August 30, 2025 
 

 
 

Check out our 
 Buy, Sell or Swap 

Section at the end of 
the newsletter ! 

 

 
 

Our Mission: 
Ongoing financial 
support to K9s for 

Warriors 

 

 
This edition’s chuckle …… 

 
 

 

 

We have been informed that the 
Cruise-In at PDQ Fruit Cove 
will be suspended eƯective 
immediately.   

We hope the Cruise-In will 
restart in 2026. We will keep 
you informed. 
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Our Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Remember to support our 
sponsors ! 

Email: 
general@pharoahs-stjohns.com 

Website: 
www.pharoahs-stjohns.com 

Mailing Address: 
1910 Elks Path Lane 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 

OƯicers: 

Dan Barrett, President 

Sean Griswold, General 

David Garlington, Colonel – Vice-President 

Dave Gill, Commander – First Vice 

Ray Pascuzzi, Major – Treasurer / 
Newsletter Editor 

Tammy Huber, Captain - Secretary 

Sean Griswold – Social Media / Marketing / 
Web / Club Photographer / Director of 
“Next Gen” 

Chris Hulsey, Sargeant - Sargeant-at-Arms 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Pharoahs Cruise-Ins” are on 
the 5th Saturday of the month at 

Trout Creek Memorial Park 
6550 State Road 13, St 

Augustine FL 

The “Pharoahs Cruise-In” will 
be from 9:00 AM – 12:00 Noon. 

The next Cruise-In for 2025, will 
be on Saturday August 30, 

2025.  

 

Many thanks to our club 
photographer, Sean Griswold, 

for the great pictures that he 
takes at our car shows and 

Cruise-Ins. 
 

If you like the pictures, you can 
buy them for a great memory of 
your classic car at our Cruise-

Ins or Car Shows. 

 

Thanks for “Cruising-In” 
to the  

Pit Stop !! 

 

Pharoahs Events Contact Information  This Month’s Events 
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Happy November Pharoahs! 

 

We are working hard and looking forward to our Cruise In at the Creek on November 29th. With 
new vendors, clubs participating, and great weather, this will be an incredible event. There will 
be food trucks, vendor booths, music, 50/50 raƯles, and much more! All our Cruise Ins have no 
attendance cost. See the attached flyer for more details. 

Our August Cruise In was a great success! There were over 140 cars, trucks, and motorcycles. 7 
vendors brought out their product for our vendor row, the most we’ve had. We also had our 
largest 50/50 raƯle yet! The Pharoahs are growing larger and larger every event. 

Join us today to be part of a family, car club, and nonprofit raising money for our charity of 
choice, K9s For Warriors! 

On October 12th, the Pharoahs had a Club Dinner & Get-Together at V Pizza! As General, I have 
aspired to further grow the club and maintain the family-like environment that we cherish. 
Events like these allow us to build connections and community amongst members.  

I hope everyone enjoyed reading my piece in our August Newsletter’s Member Highlight! It was 
such a joy to sit down and document my automotive journey for the club that spurred me on. 

Going into the upcoming year, we are hard at work to make sure it is our best one yet! The 
Pharoahs Car Club of St. Johns Florida is celebrating its 5th anniversary in 2026. As a founding 
member of the chapter, it is an honor to be the General for this landmark.  

To start the new year oƯ strong, I am rebuilding our website, expanding our available 
merchandise, and getting Pharoahs decals for members and their ride! You can support us by 
attending our events, becoming a member, and sponsoring our club with your business. 

Finally, I am happy to announce that our annual show will now be named the “Car Show at the 
Creek!” While we still welcome motorcycles to display, we have decided to focus on the 
beautiful location, Trout Creek Memorial Park & Marina. Mark your calendars: March 7th, 10:00 
AM – 2:00 PM. 

 

 

 

  The General’s Corner  
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  The General’s Corner  
(Continued) 

If you’d like to learn more about the Pharoahs, please email (general@pharoahs-
stjohns.com) or text me (915-702-8988) 

 
Thanks,    

Sean Griswold, General, VP   
Pharoahs International-St Johns Chapter 
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2026 Schedule of Our Events 
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Pharoahs International-St Johns Chapter 

 

 

Calling All Vendors 
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 Our Charities  
 

 

 

 

 

        

 www.k9sforwarriors.org 
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Our Sponsors and Supporters 
 

         

 

     

 

              
 

      

The Garlington Family 
Private Sponsors 



 

 
   

Pa
ge

9 

  

 

Volunteerism, What Does it Mean to Non-Profit Organizations ? 

 
Volunteerism is defined by Merriam-Webster as “the act or practice of doing volunteer work in community 
service” and volunteer is defined by Merriam-Webster as: 

1 : a person who voluntarily undertakes or expresses a willingness to undertake a service: such as 

A : one who enters into military or public service voluntarily 

B (1) : one who renders a service or takes part in a transaction while having no legal concern or 
interest 

   (2) : one who receives a conveyance or transfer of property without giving valuable 
consideration 

Volunteering and volunteerism are at the center of success for many non-profit organizations and the 
continuation to serve those who need help and support in life. 

 
A military volunteer (or war volunteer) is a person who enlists in military service by free will, and is not a 
conscript, mercenary, or a foreign legionnaire. Volunteers sometimes enlist to fight in the armed forces of a 
foreign country, for example during the Spanish Civil War. Military volunteers are essential for the operation of 
volunteer militaries. Many armies, including the U.S. Army, formerly distinguished between "Important 
Volunteers" enlisted during a war, and “Regulars” who serve on long-term basis. 
 
In the United States, troops raised as state militia were always described as "volunteers", even when recruited 
by conscription. Both U.S. volunteers and regulars were referred to as "U.S." troops.  
 
Before our country was formed, volunteer militias won independence for the United States and become the 
country we are today. The U.S. military ended inscription (“the draft”) on January 27, 1973 and since then, all 
branches of the military are voluntary. 
 
We all know that The Pharoahs were established after World War II and organized by returning military 
veterans. Since then The Pharoahs carry military rank for all of our officers so it is natural for The Pharoahs to 
seek out a non-profit organization whose mission is focused on veterans in need of assistance. 
 
K9s for Warriors fits the model of a non-profit organization that The Pharoahs’ initial team of officers, and 
membership, embraced as its primary recipient of financial support. As their Mission Statement indicates, 
ending veteran suicide suffering from PTSD and combat injuries, and uniting them with dogs who are rescues is 
a double benefit and an admirable set of goals. 
 
 

Volunteerism 
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K9 for Warriors Mission Statement 

SAVING LIVES 
AT BOTH ENDS OF THE LEASH 

 

Determined to end Veteran suicide, K9s For Warriors provides highly-trained Service Dogs to military Veterans 
suƯering from PTSD, traumatic brain injury and/or military sexual trauma. With the majority of dogs being 
rescues themselves, this innovative program allows the K9/Warrior team to build an unwavering bond that 
facilitates their collective healing and recovery. 

K9s for Warriors website is: https://k9sforwarriors.org 
 
Our members, in addition to enjoying classic cars at our Cruise-Ins and annual car show, should be proud that 
their volunteerism and hard work allowed for the delivery of a check in the amount of $7,000 to K9s for 
Warriors in April 2025. 
 
 

    
 
 

 

Volunteerism (continued) 
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  Special Request    

To increase our revenue stream for our charity commitments for 2025, we introduced a Sponsorship 
Program in April. To reach as many potential sponsors as possible, we are asking our members to seek out 
businesses or individuals who have like-minded interests in supporting K9 for Warriors. 

Please find attached the details surrounding the program and should you have any questions, please reach 
out to Sean for assistance in the program. 
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 Our Member Highlight 

 

This month’s Member Highlight comes from our Secretary, Tammy Huber. Tammy’s automotive 
interest evolved of the years and her perspective is a unique so enjoy her story.  

 

The Beginning 

I guess my interest in cars started in the 1970's - my dad brought home an El Camino, two things I 
remember, one, thinking the car was so cool and two, my mom was not a fan. Also in the 1970's, 
my older sister got her first Corvette, I thought it was the coolest car I'd ever seen. And at some 
point, in the 1970's my dad and brother built an Invader GT, but had to sell it before it was fully 
complete.  
 

                                                       
A) Image from Daily Turismo            My Dad’s Invader GT  

 

My Start 

In the 1980's, I bought the first car I paid for - a Nissan Pulsar NX - it was a manual shift with T 
tops and pop-up lights - I really thought I was something special!  

After the new mom & mini-van phase of life, I got a convertible Camaro, this is the car that I did 
my first road rally in. I did three rallies with my oldest son Sean and three with my husband Tim.  

The Rally Your Heart group raised enough money that over the years we were able to sponsor 
TWO dogs with K9sForWarriors (Rally and Hero) and were able to see firsthand how the 
organization is changing lives, for the warriors and the dogs. I also gained a whole new family with 
the Rally Your Heart group.  

Turning the Corner 

In 2017 my husband surprised me with my first Corvette, a 2017 Grand Sport, needless to say, I 
was speechless.  
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 Our Member Highlight (continued) 

 

Then Tim tried to sneakily order me a new C8 - we had played with the configurator separately 
and built basically the same car. The sales guy left a voice mail and let the cat out of the bag, but 
it was a great thought. I had to wait 18 months for the car, delayed by covid, parts shortage and a 
GM strike, but in November of 2020, we traded the Grand Sport for the C8.  

 

Today 

Since then, Tim has surprised me twice more - once with a 1984 Datsun 300 ZX 50th Anniversary 
Edition — the car I really wanted when I got the Pulsar but could no way aƯord. Then just this 
month he did it again, he surprised me with a C7 2017 Grand Sport that is almost like the one we 
traded in except for this one is a manual and a lot of fun to drive!  

In summary, I really enjoy driving cool cars, love the camaraderie of the car community, have met 
some awesome people and treasure that made some friends for life!  

Just a few pictures of my cars over the years…. 
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 Our Member Highlight (continued) 
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 The Mechanic’s Corner 

 

The Ultimate Guide for Car Show Preparation 

 

 

Preparing your vehicle for a car show is a meticulous process that requires careful attention to 
detail and strategic planning. Each step plays a crucial role in presenting your prized vehicle in its 
best light, from polishing every inch of paint to ensuring mechanical perfection under the hood.  

Whether you’re a seasoned car show veteran or a first-time participant, this comprehensive guide 
is your go-to resource for navigating the intricacies of car show preparation. Covering everything 
from exterior detailing to interior enhancements, this ultimate guide for car show preparation will 
provide expert tips, practical advice, and proven strategies. This will help you achieve show-
stopping results and make a lasting impression on judges and enthusiasts alike. 

Vehicle Inspection 

Before preparing for the car show, it’s crucial to begin with a comprehensive vehicle inspection. 
This involves carefully assessing every aspect of your vehicle’s condition, paying close attention 
to cleanliness, paint quality, and the presence of any visible defects. Start by examining the 
exterior surfaces for dirt, grime, or scratches that may detract from the overall appearance. 
Check the paintwork for swirl marks, oxidation, or imperfections that require attention.  

Additionally, inspect the vehicle’s interior, ensuring it is clean, organized, and free from debris. 
Imagine you are checking your vehicle as if you were a judge at the event. Walking around your 
car, you notice a few areas where the paint seems dull, likely due to oxidation from exposure to 
the elements. Upon closer inspection, you also spot minor scratches on the driver’s side door 
that could benefit from polishing.  
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Interior Detailing 

Interior detailing involves more than just a quick vacuum and wipe down; it’s about restoring the 
cleanliness and shine of every surface within your vehicle’s cabin. Start by thoroughly vacuuming 
the carpets, floor mats, and upholstery to remove any dirt, crumbs, or debris. 

Use a gentle cleaner to wipe down the dashboard, door panels, and center console, removing 
any dust, fingerprints, or stains. Pay special attention to frequently touched areas, such as the 
steering wheel and gear shifter. After cleaning, apply a protectant to vinyl and plastic surfaces to 
restore their luster and provide UV protection.  

Clean the windows inside and out for a streak-free finish that enhances visibility. For example, 
you might notice some stains on the seats from spilled coƯee, which you tackle with a 
specialized upholstery cleaner. After thoroughly cleaning and conditioning, the seats look as 
good as new, enhancing the overall appearance of your car’s interior. 

Exterior Detailing 

Exterior detailing involves a comprehensive process to restore and protect the outer surfaces of 
your vehicle. Begin by washing the car thoroughly to remove dirt, grime, and accumulated 
contaminants on the paintwork. Next, use a clay bar or detailing clay to decontaminate the 
surface by eliminating embedded pollutants like tar, sap, and industrial fallout. After 
decontamination, polish the paint to remove swirl marks, scratches, and other imperfections, 
restoring a smooth and glossy finish.  

Apply a high-quality wax or paint sealant to protect the paint from UV rays, oxidation, and 
environmental damage. Remember to clean the wheels and tires, removing brake dust, road 
grime, and old tire dressing for a clean and glossy appearance. For instance, you may notice 
some water spots on the paintwork, which you address with a water spot remover before 
proceeding with the polishing and waxing process. After completing the exterior detailing, your 
car shines like new, turning heads wherever you go. 

Engine Bay Cleaning 

Engine bay cleaning involves meticulously removing dirt, grease, and grime from the engine 
compartment to enhance its appearance and functionality. Cover sensitive components like the 
alternator, distributor, and electrical connections with plastic bags or aluminum foil to prevent 
water damage. Then, use a degreaser or engine cleaner to loosen and remove built-up dirt and oil 
from the surfaces. Agitate stubborn areas with a soft-bristled brush or detailing swabs, ensuring 
thorough cleaning.  

 

 

 The Mechanic’s Corner (continued) 
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 The Mechanic’s Corner (continued) 

 

Rinse the engine bay with a gentle stream of water, avoiding direct spraying on sensitive 
components. After rinsing, dry the engine bay with a clean microfiber towel to prevent water 
spots and streaks. Finally, apply a water-based dressing or engine bay detailer to rejuvenate 
plastic and rubber components, leaving them glossy and protected. For example, you might 
encounter oil stains on the engine cover, which require extra attention and a degreaser to remove 
them eƯectively.  

Paint Correction  

Paint correction involves carefully addressing imperfections like swirl marks, scratches, and 
dullness in the paint to restore its shine. Start by washing and drying the vehicle thoroughly to 
remove any dirt. Then, examine the paint for flaws under good lighting. Based on what you find, 
choose a suitable polishing compound and pad.  

Apply the polish to the aƯected areas with a polisher, working on small sections. Use gentle 
pressure and keep checking your progress. Once you’re satisfied, wipe oƯ any residue with a 
clean cloth. For instance, if you notice swirl marks on the hood from improper washing, you’ll 
want to correct them to make the surface smooth and shiny again. After paint correction, your 
car will look much better.  

Protection Application 

Following the correction phase, the application of paint protection plays a pivotal role in 
preserving the restored shine and guarding against future damage. This step involves the careful 
application of a paint sealant or wax, using a clean applicator pad or cloth to create a thin, 
uniform layer over the paint. Once dry, the haze is buƯed oƯ with a microfiber towel, revealing a 
protected, glossy surface. 

At the forefront of paint protection solutions are paint protection films and ceramic coating 
services. Paint protection film acts as a durable barrier against environmental aggressors, such 
as UV rays, road grime, and minor abrasions, eƯectively preserving the paint’s integrity and 
appearance. Similarly, ceramic coating services oƯer an advanced level of protection, creating a 
hard, hydrophobic surface that repels water and contaminants, making maintenance easier and 
extending the life of the paintwork. 

For vehicle owners aiming to showcase their cars at outdoor events or simply maintain their 
vehicle’s aesthetic appeal, investing in a premier paint protection service that includes these 
advanced protective measures is invaluable. Not only does it ensure the car remains visually 
appealing, but it also provides long-term protection against the elements, making it a wise choice 
for preserving your vehicle’s beauty and value. 
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 The Mechanic’s Corner (continued) 

 

Finishing Touches 

Finishing touches involve adding minor enhancements to elevate the overall appearance of your 
vehicle before the car show. For example, apply tire dressing to give your tires a glossy finish, 
polish any chrome accents to a brilliant shine, and use detailing sprays to remove any remaining 
dust or fingerprints. These final touches help enhance your vehicle’s visual appeal and ensure 
that it stands out on display.  

Logistics Planning 

Logistics planning involves organizing transportation to the car show venue, ensuring you have 
arrangements for loading and unloading your vehicle and any necessary accommodations. For 
example, if the car show venue is far from your home, you’ll need to plan for transportation, 
whether driving your vehicle or arranging for shipping. Additionally, consider the logistics of 
loading and unloading your vehicle at the venue, ensuring you have the necessary equipment and 
assistance. Finally, if you’re staying overnight for the car show, you must arrange 
accommodations in advance to ensure a smooth experience. 

Final Inspection 

Final inspection involves carefully examining your vehicle to ensure it meets your standards and 
is ready for the car show. For example, you’ll want to check for any overlooked spots during 
detailing, ensure that all surfaces are clean and polished, and confirm that any necessary repairs 
or corrections have been completed. Also, double-check that all accessories or enhancements 
are correctly functioning. Conducting a final inspection allows you to address any last-minute 
issues and ensure your vehicle looks its best when showcased at the car show. 
 

(A) Reprinted from: The Ultimate Guide for Car Show Preparation  By Sharmaine Bonachita 
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 The Next Generation  
If you have any questions about Next Gen, reach out to our Director, Sean Griswold.  
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 Buy, Sell or Swap # 1 

For Sale 
A hands-on Product Service Activity Manual from Fisher Body Division of General Motors, 
covering a 1956 Chevrolet convertible top. The manual is in pristine condition. 

A great addition to a car enthusiasts library or “Man Cave” or “She Shed”. 

Sale price:  $45 

 

            

 

If you are interested, contact Steve Burton at 904-955-1121 for more information. 
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Mopar Parts For Sale 
 Direct Connection Valve Covers for Mopar Big Block: $80.00 
 OEM 3.91 Gears… Sure Grip cone style Posi-traction setup,  8 ¾ Shim Type - 

489 case: $1,000.00 
  

If interested, please contact Dan Barrett at dano@pharoahs-stjohns.com 

Both pickup and local delivery only, no shipping. 

  

 

 

 Buy, Sell or Swap #2 
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 Buy, Sell or Swap #3  

 For Sale  
Diamond Plate 5x8 Aluminum Trailer  

- True show piece, 
- New lights,  
- New tires,  
- Aluminum wheels with spare,  
- Three ramps,  
- Diamond plate fenders,  
- Tongue jack, 
- Stainless steel tiedowns, 
- Torsion (Henchen) axle, (no springs), and  
- Bearing Buddies  

Perfect condition, $4,900. 

Includes storage box(polished Diamond plate) and its set up with wheel chocks for 
two-wheel motorcycle or three-wheel motorcycle.  
 

Contact Steve Burton at 904-955-1121 for more information. 

 

     

 

 

 


